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                        Sixth bloxberg Summit: research institutions in Belgrade for transparent, efficient, and secure international collaboration in science

                        Munich/Belgrade, 30.10.2023: On 26-27 October, the members of the bloxberg Association for the Advancement of Science and Blockchain e.V. met in Belgrade for the sixth time. During the summit, Max Planck Society (MPG) was appointed Chair of the Board of the Association. Discussions included the expansion of the world’s largest proof-of-authority network, operated exclusively by research institutions. The bloxberg technology was developed under the leadership of the Munich Max Planck Digital Library (MPDL) and was launched in 2019 together with ten other international universities. Today, bloxberg is one of the most advanced use cases for blockchain technology and a pioneer for a decentralized global infrastructure in science.

On 26 October, the bloxberg members met at the Faculty of Organizational Sciences at the University of Belgrade, initially in closed session. The participants reflected on a successful first year after transitioning from a consortium to an association in 2022 with about 50 members. Last year, more than 30 integrations and applications were registered. In total, more than 18,000 research objects (NFTs) have been certified via the blockchain.

Max Planck Society takes over as Chair of bloxberg Association 

Another central item on the agenda was the election of the chair, which was held by the University of Nicosia last year and will now pass to the Max Planck Society. Representing MPG is Dr Sandra Vengadasalam (MPDL), who takes up the role with much enthusiasm for the potential bloxberg holds: “Together we will push the boundaries of blockchain technology and its applications to shape the future of the scientific world. With the support of our international community, we will unlock new opportunities, foster interdisciplinary research and have a global impact.”

For the first time the summit was also open to the public on the second day. German Ambassador Anke Konrad opened the second half of the meeting. In her speech, she emphasized the positive cooperation between Germany and Serbia in transforming towards digitization in both economy and science. In this context, Konrad praised the bloxberg network as a “central contribution to joint research across national borders and a lighthouse project for the future of networked science”.

bloxberg – Significant Innovation in Science

The overarching mission of the bloxberg project also played an important role in the discussion: enabling society as a whole to secure data with the reputational proof of research organizations worldwide; a central task that universities and research institutions around the world have always been committed to. The application fields of bloxberg have not yet been fully explored and there remain many needs for a transparent and secure online system based on blockchain in science. These include proof of the authenticity of data, secure protection of intellectual property rights, exchange of research results, peer reviewing or the dissemination of publications.

Dr. Uroš Šošević from the Faculty of Organizational Sciences at the University of Belgrade, member of the bloxberg Senate and on-site organizer emphasizes the purpose of the new blockchain technology: “We bring together experts and visionaries from science and blockchain to explore the potential of decentralized science. Together we want to redefine research and the exchange of knowledge.”

 

About bloxberg

bloxberg is the most important blockchain project in science. It was founded in 2019 by MPDL, looking for a way to store research results and make them available to other researchers. In this sense, bloxberg is a decentralized register in which results can be stored in a tamper-proof way with a time stamp and an identifier.

bloxberg is based on the Ethereum Blockchain. However, it makes use of a different consensus mechanism: instead of “Proof of Stake” used by Ethereum since 2022, bloxberg validates blocks through “Proof of Authority”. Each node is operated by one member. All members of the association are research institutions and are known in the network.  Currently, bloxberg has 44 nodes. It is an international project with participating institutions from all over the world.

  

Press contact:

Una Sokcevic

bloxberg

Email: press@bloxberg.org
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                        New Association Member: University of Bremen joins bloxberg

                        We are delighted to welcome the University of Bremen as the newest member of the bloxberg association. Led by Professor Boris Nachtsheim, the university’s commitment to advancing decentralized and transparent scientific initiatives through a secure, permissioned blockchain infrastructure is noteworthy.

“Aligning with the bloxberg consortium reinforces the University of Bremen’s dedication to advancing decentralized and transparent scientific initiatives via a secure, permissioned blockchain infrastructure,” declares Nachtsheim. “We are enthused to leverage this global network, enhancing our capacities in innovative research and contemporary teaching infrastructure while supporting energy-efficient, cooperative scientific endeavors across the globe.”

The University of Bremen stands as a beacon of academic excellence with around 23,000 individuals engaged in learning, teaching, research, and collaborative efforts on its international campus. With well over 100 degree programs, the range of subjects offered by the university is broad.

As one of Europe’s leading research universities, the University of Bremen maintains close cooperation with universities and research institutes worldwide. The University of Bremen, together with nine young universities and four associated members from universities, non-governmental, and private sectors, will create one of the first European universities in the coming years. The EU Commission is funding the YUFE – Young Universities for the Future of Europe – network. Their shared goal is to contribute to the advancement of society. Additionally, the university is a pivotal member of the regional U Bremen Research Alliance, further underlining its commitment to advancing knowledge and fostering innovation.

This exciting new partnership with the University of Bremen is set to drive innovation in the blockchain space, enriching the bloxberg association with fresh perspectives and expertise. 

More info:

University of Bremen 
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                        Sixth bloxberg Summit hosted by the Faculty of Organizational Sciences (FON) in Belgrade

                        In a significant stride towards advancing the frontiers of decentralized science, the Faculty of Organizational Sciences (FON), an esteemed cornerstone of the bloxberg community, will host the sixth bloxberg Summit this year. This distinguished event, exclusively tailored for delegates from research organizations worldwide and engaged third parties, embodies a collective endeavor to push the boundaries of scientific applications through the power of blockchain technology.

For the first time this year, the Summit extends a warm invitation to the broad public, offering a rare opportunity to partake in blockchain and decentralized science intellectual exchanges. On day two, visitors will have the chance to engage with prominent industry leaders such as Wolfram Alpha, Ethernity Cloud, and ScieNFT, among other distinguished entities.

The Faculty of Organizational Sciences (FON) stands as a stalwart supporter of bloxberg’s overarching mission. Their pivotal role as stewards of the bloxberg Association exemplifies a resolute commitment to the ongoing evolution of this decentralized blockchain and its myriad applications in science.

Professor Aleksandar Markovic plays a pivotal role in overseeing the bloxberg blockchain node hosted at FON, spearheading various initiatives within the institution related to bloxberg. With fervor for blockchain technology, Prof. Markovic embraces the responsibility of managing the bloxberg node. He also encourages students and teaching staff to actively engage in bloxberg application development, cultivating a collaborative environment. Prof. Markovic’s leadership champions blockchain innovation and motivates the academic community at FON to fervently explore the boundless possibilities that the bloxberg ecosystem presents, effectively bridging the realms of education and blockchain technology.
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                        New Association member for bloxberg: Universidade Tecnológica Federal do Paraná

                        We are thrilled to welcome Universidade Tecnológica Federal do Paraná (UTFPR) Campus Curitiba, under the guidance of Prof. Dr. Ricardo Fernandes da Silva, Director do PCT-CT, into the bloxberg network. Prof. Dr. Silva’s enthusiastic support encapsulates the spirit of this collaboration, and we are honored to have UTFPR join us.

Prof. Dr. Silva rightly notes, ‘It is with great pleasure that UTFPR participates in the bloxberg network. We are excited to contribute to the training of new developers and to the advancement of science and blockchain technology. Through this partnership, we aim to strengthen the network and collaborate on emerging projects within this ecosystem.’

With more than a century of dedication to professional education and community engagement, UTFPR Campus Curitiba is a formidable addition to bloxberg. Their commitment to the training of developers and their focus on advancing both science and blockchain technology align seamlessly with the objectives of our network. We eagerly anticipate the contributions and collaborative ventures that will emerge from this partnership as we collectively strive to fortify the bloxberg community and foster innovation in this dynamic field.

More info:

UTFPR

UTFPR Campus Curitiba

UTFPR BloxLab
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                        New association member Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1, IRCELYON

                        We are pleased to welcome the Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1, Institute for Research on Catalysis and the Environment of Lyon (IRCELYON) as the newest member of the bloxberg Association: Welcome IRCELYON!

IRCELYON is a joint research unit of CNRS (French National Center for Scientific Research) and the University of Lyon 1. Established in 1958, it has grown to become the largest laboratory in heterogeneous catalysis in France and Europe, with more than 170 persons: Permanent staff and PhD students, post-docs, and guest researchers from over 30 countries. Focused on sustainable development, IRCELYON’s research areas include energy, environment, and green chemistry.

Emmanuel Landrivon will drive the challenge of implementing blockchain with two main objectives: the first is to improve the transparency, integrity and security of data in scientific research. “Blockchain technology will be used to achieve this objective by creating a fully distributed immutable ledger of scientific experiments, protecting the provenance of research data, and implementing the Open Science Chain. The second objective is to use blockchain in the instrumental architecture of the catalytic test benches. Important events can be tracked with the blockchain; it will provide information with high reliability to the end user”, says Landrivon.

The incorporation of the Institute for Research on Catalysis and the Environment of Lyon (IRCELYON) into the bloxberg Association represents a significant stride in fostering transparency, security, and the integrity of scientific research. IRCELYON’s steadfast commitment to sustainable development harmonizes seamlessly with the potential of blockchain technology in fortifying the credibility and reliability of research data.

More info:

IRCELYON

Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1
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                        New association member University of Split

                        We are pleased to welcome the University of Split, Faculty of Economics, Business, and Tourism (FEBT) as the newest member of the bloxberg Association: Welcome University of Split!

The Faculty of Economics, Business, and Tourism (FEBT) is a prominent higher education institution in Croatia with a rich history spanning back to its establishment in 1975. Today, FEBT is part of the University of Split, the second-largest higher education institution in the country, and has over 2,400 students and 127 employees. FEBT offers a diverse range of undergraduate and graduate study programs, including postgraduate specialist and doctoral study programs. The faculty has received prestigious EFMD accreditation for its Business Studies programs and has been recognized as a leader in supporting the development of startups through its Student Business Incubator. Additionally, FEBT is actively engaged in international exchange programs, allowing students to complete part of their studies or professional practice abroad at over 60 renowned institutions from more than 20 countries. The faculty is also known for organizing a biannual international scientific conference since 1995, which promotes the exchange of knowledge and innovation among outstanding scientists and experts from around the world.

Lana Ugrcic, Head of Student Business Incubator and Center for Lifelong Learning Faculty, expressed her excitement about joining the bloxberg, saying, “we believe that joining bloxberg enables us to stay at the forefront of innovation and technology and to contribute to the advancement of knowledge in the field of blockchain. We look forward to the opportunity to collaborate with other member institutions, access resources and expertise related to science and blockchain, and participate in the exchange of experiences with other members of the community. FEBT is already involved in the local blockchain community and works on ways to connect blockchain and academia. As such, we are dedicated to exploring the ways in which blockchain can be used to advance research and education in the fields of science, business, and economics. Joining bloxberg provides us with an excellent opportunity to further this goal.”

The bloxberg Association is looking forward to further collaboration with the Faculty of Economics, Business, and Tourism, which is already creating an innovative event with the BockSplit Conference that will be part of the Balkan Blockchain Week(s).

More info:

University of Split

Faculty of Economics, Business, and Tourism (FEBT)
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                        New Association member for bloxberg: University of Rochester

                        We are pleased to welcome the University of Rochester’s Simon Business School as the newest member of the bloxberg Association: Welcome University Rochester!

The Simon School of Business at the University of Rochester is a highly ranked, world-class business school located on the campus of the University of Rochester.  Rooted in quantitative analysis and economics, Simon prepares its graduates for today’s real-world, data-driven economy by offering a mix of analytically rigorous academics and hands-on experience within its close-knit community.  The Simon School’s mission is to develop business leaders who have an exceptional level of clarity about business and about themselves while embodying a relentless endeavor to be even better.

Simon is ranked among the world’s leading business schools; in 2021, Bloomberg BusinessWeek ranked Simon in the Top 25 Business Schools in the U.S., and US News and World Report ranked Simon #1 in student body diversity among the top 50 business schools in the US. Academic degree programs include full-time, executive, and professional MBA programs, as well as five specialized MS programs, including an online MS in Business Analytics for Managers.

Sevin Yeletkin, dean of the Simon Business School, previously joined bloxberg as a consortium founding member with Carnegie Mellon University in 2019. he expressed her excitement about joining the bloxberg community again, saying that “as a research-based business school with an analytical and scientific approach to management, Simon Business School at the University of Rochester is delighted to join the bloxberg community that harnesses the power of blockchain technologies to securely share scientific discoveries. All knowledge-creating enterprises, like the Simon School, understand the value of collaboration, exchange of ideas, sharing of discoveries that contribute to uncovering new methods and facts. bloxberg provides an efficient, secure, transparent domain for academic institutions to share their discoveries and resources while protecting intellectual property and presents an opportunity that transcends institutional and geographical boundaries. ”

With this partnership, the Simon Business School joins a growing network of academic institutions and research organizations that use blockchain technology to securely and transparently share scientific discoveries.

More info:

University of Rochester

University of Rochester’s Simon Business School
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                        bloxberg is now part of the NEB Digital Toolkit

                        Exciting news! bloxberg has officially become part of the NEB Digital Toolkit, which is a collection of best practice solutions for the New European Bauhaus (NEB) ecosystem. NEB is a European movement that aims to bring the European Green Deal principles into our living spaces through sustainability, aesthetics, and inclusivity.

The NEB Digital Toolkit provides a single access point connecting results from European research with all stakeholders involved in the New European Bauhaus. With the integration of bloxberg in the DigiNEB Toolkit, the secure scientific global blockchain is set to become an even more essential tool for Research and Academia while expanding its reach and potential applications.

With over 200 digital solutions available, it is a comprehensive resource for anyone involved in the New European Bauhaus. If you’re interested in promoting sustainability, aesthetics, and inclusivity in our living spaces, be sure to check out the NEB Digital Toolkit and explore the many solutions available, including bloxberg.

Explore the NEB Digital Toolkit here.

                    

                

            

        
    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        New Association member for bloxberg: UAS Technikum Wien

                        We are delighted to announce the newest member of the bloxberg Association: Welcome UAS Technikum Wien!

UAS Technikum Wien has already been a member of the bloxberg consortium since summer 2020, as the first university in Austria. Now the FHTW is also an official member of the bloxberg Association. On the initiative of Alexander Mense (Faculty Head Computer Science), the UAS uses blockchain for scientific development.

“Free access to a modern blockchain is essential for state-of-the-art teaching and project development at universities and universities of applied sciences. We are proud to be part of a worldwide network of renowned universities and organizations that can provide such an infrastructure and services based on it in an energy-efficient way,” Mense is pleased to say.

UAS Technikum Wien is Austria’s university of applied sciences for technology and digitization. Since its foundation in 1994, it has produced over 13,000 graduates. Currently, more than 4,500 students are trained in 30 Bachelor’s and Master’s programs as well as six Master’s programs and one academic course to become top executives for the economy.

The Technikum Wien Academy offers blockchain seminars focusing on business and technology, including certification.

 

More info:

UAS Technikum Wien

FH Technikum Wien offiziell bloxberg-Mitglied

PRAXISSEMINAR BLOCKCHAIN @ AUS Technikum Wien
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                        bloxberg@DigiNEB

                        Join bloxberg at the webinar – NEB Digital Talk: How can we register ideas in the creative industries?

Intellectual Property (IP) is essential for maintaining author rights on innovative and creative ideas formulated by individuals or organizations. Well-managed intellectual property results in fair attribution and greater sharing of ideas in co-creation processes. Given the key role played by IP in creative and cultural environments, during this one-hour webinar, the 1st one of our NEB digital talk series, experts in intellectual property for the creative and cultural environment present trusted decentralized technologies for the registration of ideas and discuss AI-assisted technologies for scanning the ideas landscape.

Join the webinar and learn how broadening the scientific landscape of regionally and nationally governed blockchain networks is essential to ensure the creation and protection of creative and cultural environments. Get to know bloxberg – the Association for the Advancement of Science and Blockchain.

digiNEB.eu is an EU-funded initiative that supports the NEB community by developing the NEB Digital Hub web platform, which consists of three main components:

	Digital Toolkit: a catalog with over 200 digital solutions for the NEB ecosystem
	Observatory: a collection of 500 EU-funded initiatives to raise awareness towards NEB programs and encourage collaborations
	eLearning courses: a collaborative online set of courses and training materials aimed at stimulating knowledge and sharing best practice


More info here
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